
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE 4253March 11, 1999
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, the Fi-
nance Committee requests unanimous 
consent to conduct a hearing on Thurs-
day, March 11, 1999 beginning at 10 a.m. 
in room 215 Dirksen. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, March 11, 1999 at 
10 a.m. to hold a hearing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions be authorized to meet for 
a hearing on ‘‘Key Patients’ Protec-
tions: Lessons from the Field’’ during 
the session of the Senate on Thursday, 
March 11, 1999 at 10 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON YEAR 2000 TECHNOLOGY 

PROBLEM 
Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Special 
Committee on the Year 2000 Tech-
nology Problem be permitted to meet 
on Thursday, March 11, 1999 at 9:30 a.m. 
for the purpose of conducting a hear-
ing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE 
OVERSIGHTS AND THE COURTS 

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate Ju-
diciary Committee’s Subcommittee on 
Administrative Oversight and the 
Courts, together with the House Judi-
ciary Committee’s Subcommittee on 
Commercial and Administrative Law, 
be authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Thursday, March 
11, 1999 at 2 p.m. to hold a hearing in 
room 2141 of the Rayburn House Office 
Building, on ‘‘Bankruptcy Reform.’’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

STRATEGIC SUBCOMMITTEE 
Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Strategic 
Subcommittee of the Committee on 
Armed Services be authorized to meet 
on Thursday, March 11, 1999 at 10 a.m. 
in open session, to receive testimony 
on ballistic missile defense programs 
and management, in review of the de-
fense authorization request for fiscal 
year 2000 and the future years defense 
program. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL 
Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Sub-

committee on Personnel of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet on Thursday, March 11, 
1999, at 2 p.m. in open session, to re-
ceive testimony on the defense health 
program in review of the defense au-
thorization request for fiscal year 2000 
and the future years defense program. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RESTORATION OF LITHUANIA’S 
INDEPENDENCE 

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise 
to mark the ninth anniversary of the 
restoration of Lithuania’s independ-
ence. I also rise to pay tribute to the 
Lithuanian people for their persever-
ance and sacrifice, which enabled them 
to achieve the freedom they now enjoy. 

On March 11, 1990, the newly elected 
Lithuanian Parliament, fulfilling its 
electoral mandate from the people of 
Lithuania, declared the restoration of 
Lithuania’s independence and the es-
tablishment of a democratic state. This 
marked a great moment for Lithuania 
and for lovers of freedom around the 
globe. 

The people of Lithuania endured a 51-
year foreign occupation. Resulting 
from the infamous Hitler-Stalin Pact 
of 1939, this Soviet occupation brought 
with it communist dictatorship and 
cultural genocide. But the Lithuanian 
people were not defeated. They resisted 
their oppressors and kept their culture, 
their faith and their dream of inde-
pendence very much alive even during 
the hardest times. 

The people of Lithuania were even 
able to mobilize and sustain a non-vio-
lent movement for social and political 
change, a movement which came to be 
known as Sajudis. This people’s move-
ment helped guarantee a peaceful tran-
sition to independence through full 
participation in democratic elections 
on February 24, 1990. 

Unfortunately, the peace did not last. 
In January 1991, ten months after res-
toration of independence, the people 
and government of Lithuania faced a 
bloody assault by foreign troops intent 
on overthrowing their democratic in-
stitutions. Lithuanians withstood this 
assault, maintaining their independ-
ence and their democracy. Their suc-
cessful use of non-violent resistance to 
an oppressive regime is an inspiration 
to all. 

On September 17, 1991, Lithuania be-
came a member of the United Nations 
and is a signatory to a number of its 
organizations and other international 
agreements. It also is a member of the 
Organization for Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe, the North Atlantic Co-
operation Council and the Council of 
Europe. Lithuania is an associate 
member of the European Union, has ap-

plied for NATO membership and is cur-
rently negotiating for membership in 
the WTO, OECD and other Western or-
ganizations. 

The United States established diplo-
matic relations with Lithuania on July 
28, 1992. But our nation never really 
broke with the government and people 
of Lithuania. The U.S. never recog-
nized the forcible incorporation of 
Lithuania into the U.S.S.R., and views 
the present Government of Lithuania 
as a legal continuation of the inter-war 
republic. Indeed, for over fifty years 
the United States maintained a bipar-
tisan consensus that our nation would 
refuse to recognize the forcible incor-
poration of Lithuania into the former 
Soviet Union. 

Our relations with Lithuania are 
strong, friendly and mutually bene-
ficial. Lithuania has enjoyed Most-Fa-
vored-Nation (MFN) treatment with 
the U.S. since December, 1991. Through 
1996, the U.S. has committed over $100 
million to Lithuania’s economic and 
political transformation and to address 
humanitarian needs. In 1994, the U.S. 
and Lithuania signed an agreement of 
bilateral trade and intellectual prop-
erty protection, and in 1997 a bilateral 
investment treaty. 

In 1998 the U.S. and Lithuania signed 
The Baltic Charter Partnership. That 
charter recalls the history of American 
relations with the area and underscores 
our ‘‘real, profound, and enduring’’ in-
terest in the security and independence 
of the three Baltic states. As the Char-
ter also notes, our interest in a Europe 
whole and free will not be ensured until 
Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania are se-
cure. 

Mr. President, I commend the people 
of Lithuania for their courage and per-
severance in using peaceful means to 
regain their independence. I pledge to 
work with my colleagues to continue 
working to secure the freedom and 
independence of Lithuania and its Bal-
tic neighbors, and I join with the peo-
ple of Lithuania as they celebrate their 
independence.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO ROBERT CONDON 
∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I rise to 
pay tribute to Robert Condon, one of 
our nation’s leading child literacy ad-
vocates, who died last month, trag-
ically, at the all-too-young age of 40. I 
ask my colleagues to join me in send-
ing condolences to the Condon family. 

Robert Condon was a successful busi-
nessman, but his true passion was read-
ing. Throughout the 1980s, he took time 
from his career and family to read to 
children at local homeless shelters. He 
understood, far before many Americans 
did, that reading aloud to children is 
one of the most effective ways to teach 
literacy and improve young people’s 
lives. 

In 1991, Robert Condon quit his reg-
ular job in order to work full time pro-
moting youth literacy. He founded the 
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